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SOME   NOTES 
HISTORICAL   AND    OTHERWISE 

CONCERNING   THE 

SACRED    CONSTANTINIAN    ORDER 

NOTE  I 

INTRODUCTORY 

IN  that  noble  church  which  Pius  X,  built  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Tiber,  midway  between  the  Flaminian  Gate  and 
the  old  Roman  bridge  now  called  Ponte  Milvio,  with  the 
alms  of  the  faithful,  and  which  in  the  last  year  of  his 
pontificate  was  dedicated  to  the  Cross  in  memory  of  the 
peace  which  Constantine  the  Great  gave  to  Christendom 
in  313,  strangely  enough  there  is  a  chapel  of  Saint  George, 
I  say  strangely  enough,  for  in  the  Eternal  City  they 
think  little  of  that  mysterious  martyr  whom  our  fore- 
fathers used  to  call  "  My  Lord  Saint  George/'  In  fifteen 
hundred  years  the  men  of  Rome  have  built  but  one  temple 
in  his  honour — San  Giorgio  in  Velabro ;  and  to-day 
the  doors  of  that  temple,  which  is  fast  falling  to  ruin, 
are  almost  always  shut.  And  also,  what  has  Saint  George 
to  do  with  Constantine  or  his  edict  of  toleration  t  It 
is  then  a  surprising  thing  to  find  in  Pope  Pius  X/s 
Constantinian  basilica  a  shrine  to  the  forgotten  saint, 
and  that  whilst  the  rest  of  the  building  is  still  almost 
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without  decoration,  the  roof  and  walls  of  that  shrine  are 
resplendent  with  mosaics.  In  the  centre  of  the  apse 
surrounded  by  allegorical  figures  —  Fidelity,  Honour, 
Obedience,  Humility,  Chastity,  Charity — Saint  George 
sits  on  his  white  horse  ;  he  is  clothed  in  a  coat  of  mail,  and 
holds  aloft  the  Labarum  of  Constantine,  with  the  haft  of 
which  he  pierces  the  head  of  the  old  dragon.  Wherefore 
this  coruscation  {  On  a  tablet  of  marble  let  into  the  wall  on 
the  Gospel  side  of  the  altar  these  words  are  engraved  : — 

D.  O.  M. 

Sacellum  in  honorem  Georgii  Martyris  invicti 
Ex  pecunia  collatitia  et  singular!  munificentia  S.S.  Pontificum 

Pii  X.  et  Benedict!  XV. 

A  Sacro  Militari  ordine  Constantiniano 

Cum  omni  ornatu  erectum  Franciscus  de  Paula  Cassetta  Pater 

Card  Episcopus  Tusculanus 
Tarn  insignis  ordinis  patronus 

VIII.  Kal  Jun.  an  MDCCCCXVI.  solemni  ritu  piavit 

Lectissimo  equitum  coetu  circumdatus 

Praestitem  coelestem  salutarem 

adprecantium 
Ut  depressa  errorum  pervicacia 

sub  cruce 

Qui  via  veritas  et  vita  est 
Gentes  universae  laetanter  conquiescant. 

Which  signify  that  this  sanctuary  was  founded  and  adorned, 
with  the  concurrence  and  assistance  of  the  reigning 
pontiff  and  of  his  predecessor,  Pius  X.,  by  the  members 
of  an  Order,  or  some  of  them,  called  the  Sacred  Military 
Constantinian  Order,  and  that  on  the  25th  of  May,  1916, 
in  the  presence  of  many  of  the  brethren,  it  was  con- 
secrated to  the  unconquerable  martyr  George — evidently 
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their  heavenly  patron — by  Father  Francesco  de  Paula 
Cassetta,  Cardinal-Bishop  of  Frascati,  who  at  that  time 
was  the  official  Protector  of  the  Constantinians. 

On  a  marble  tablet  on  the  opposite  wall,  the  names  of 
those  members  of  the  Order  are  engraved  who  contributed 
to  the  building  fund,  headed  by  that  of  their  Grand 
Master,  "  His  Royal  Highness  Alfonso  Maria  di  Borbone, 
Count  of  Caserta,"  the  son  of  Francis  II.,  King  of  the 
Two  Sicilies,  who  lost  his  throne  in  1860  and  died  in 
1894.  The  list  is  a  long  one,  and  the  names  are  arranged 
in  categories — Knights  Grand  Cross,  Knights  of  Grace, 
Knights  of  Merit,  Dames  of  Justice,  and  so  forth.  They 
are  all  distinguished  names,  and  some  well  known,  not 
only  in  the  ecclesiastical  world,  but  also  in  the  world  of 
statecraft  and  diplomacy.  Amongst  them  note  :  Francesco 
de  Paula,  Cardinal  Cassetta,  above  said  ;  Gaetano  Bisleti, 
Cardinal-Deacon  of  Saint  Agatha  of  the  Goths  ;  Gennaro 
Granito  Pignatelli  di  Belmonte,  Cardinal-Bishop  of 
Albano ;  Vittorio  Amedeo  Ranuzsi  de'  Bianchi,  Cardinal- 
Priest  of  Saint  Prisca  and  titular  Archbishop  of  Tyre, 
all  under  the  rubric  Grand  Cross ;  and  under  Knights 
of  Justice,  Riccardo  Sans  de  Semper,  the  Pope's  Major- 
domo. 

Until  in  the  opening  days  of  last  December  I  chanced 
to  enter  the  church  of  Holy  Cross  and  to  read  the  inscrip- 
tions on  the  mural  tablets  above  described,  I  knew  nothing 
of  the  Constantinian  Brotherhood,  and  was  not  even 
aware  of  its  existence.  Shortly  afterwards,  I  learned  from 
some  of  the  brethren,  with  whom  about  that  time  I  became 
acquainted,  that  their  Order  was  an  exceedingly  ancient 

one,  perhaps  the  oldest  in  Christendom  ;  that  the  Supreme 
A  2 
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Pontiff  was  much  interested  in  it,  for  its  record  was  by 
no  means  inglorious,  and  desired  to  enlarge  its  field  of 
labour ;  and  that  although  it  was  well  known  in  Italy, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  in  Germany,  Spain,  and  France, 
it  was  not  known  in  the  British  Isles,  and  that  hardly 
anything  had  been  written  about  it  in  English.  Hence 
these  notes. 


NOTE  II 

ON  THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  SACRED  ORDER 

THERE  is,  and  has  been  from  time  immemorial,  a  tradition 
in  the  Constantinian  Order  that  it  derives  its  title  from 
Constantine  the  Great  and  that  he  founded  it. 

Hence  at  the  blessing  of  the   Cross  in   the   rite  of 
Investiture  the  following  collect  is  said: — 

"  Rogamus  Te,  Domine  Sancte,  Pater  omnipotens 
sempiterne  Deus,  ut  digneris  benedicere  hoc  signum 
Crucis  charactere  illo  signatum,  in  quo  Constantinum 
Augustum  ad  bella  proficiscentem  contra  tyrannos 
et  infideles  victoriosum  promisisti,  ut  sit  remedium 
salutare  huic  famulo  tuo,  sit  illi  soliditas  fidei,  pro- 
fectus  bonorum  operum,  ac  tutela  contra  saeva  jacula 
inimicorum  nostrorum.  Per  Christum  Dominum 
Nostrum," 

Although  the  chain  of  authentic  documentary  evidence 
in  favour  of  this  venerable  tradition  is  not  yet  quite 
complete — there  is  one  link  missing  —  to  say  the  least, 
it  would  be  hypercritical  to  reject  it :  for  the  field  of 
exploration  has  been  hardly  scratched,  and  such  papers  as 
we  already  have  incline  one  very  strongly  to  the  belief, 
not  indeed  that  Constantine  was  the  founder  of  the  Order 
in  the  sense  that  St.  Francis  was  the  founder  of  the  Friars 
Minor,  or  St.  Dominic  of  the  Dominicans,  or  St.  Ignatius 
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of  the  Jesuits,  but  that  he  planted  the  seed  from  which 
it  grew;  and  that  is  all  that  Constantinians  claim. 

Consider  these  things  : — 

a.  According  to  Eusebius,  his  biographer  and  friend, 
Constantine  on  the  morrow  of  his  famous  vision,  designed 
for  the  Roman  army  a  new  labarum  or  standard  that  was 
surmounted  by  the  Cross  ;  and  Eusebius  adds  that  he  had 
this  fact  from  the  sworn  testimony  of  Constantine  himself. 
The  passage  referred  to  is  well  known.  The  same  writer 
informs  us  also,  in  a  passage  not  so  frequently  quoted,  that 
a  little  later  on  Constantine  appointed  fifty  soldiers  of 
the  Imperial  Guard,  who  were  distinguished  for  their 
courage  and  muscular  strength  and  were  professors  of 
the  true  religion,  to  carry  and  defend  the  new  standard. 
And  this  fact,  too,  he  says,  he  had  from  Constantine 's 
own  lips. 

Of  this  second  passage  Migne  gives  the  following  Latin 
translation  : — 

"  Quod  quinquaginta  viri  electi  sunt  qm  crucem 
portarent.  Itaque  lectis  ex  protectorum  numero 
quotquot  corporis  viribus  et  animi  fortitudine  ac 
verae  religionis  institutis  praestare  videbantur,  unum 
hoc  munus  imposuit,  ut  signi  hujus  assidue  curam 
gegerent.  Erant  omnes  quinquaginta  viri ;  quorum 
nullum  aliud  erat  officium  quam  circumstare  et 
satellitio  suo  custodire  signum ;  quod  singuli  humeris 
suis  alternatim  gestabant.  Haec  imperator  ipse  nobis 
qui  hanc  historiam  scribimus,  dum  in  otio  ageret, 
narravit,  longo  post  tempore  quam  haec  contigerant." x 

1  Migne,  Patrologiae  Cursus  Completes,  Series  Graeca,  Tom.  ao. 
Eusebius,  Pamphili  II.,  De  Vita  Constantini,  Lib,  II.  Caput  viii. 
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b.  In  that  part  of  the  Code  of  Theodosius  the  Great 
(379-395)  which  treats  of  the  keepers  of  the  labarum, 
Constantine  is  said  to  be  the  founder  of  this  guard. 

c.  In  one  of  the  sculptured  panels  of  the  triumphal  arch 
which  the  Senate  set  up  by  the  Colosseum  to  commemorate 
the  victory  by  Ponte  Milvio,  Constantine  is  represented 
seated  on  a  throne  and  distributing  to  his  captains  that 
foliated  cross  which  was  later  on  called  the  Constantinian 
Cross.      Beneath  it  run   these   words  :    "  Constantinus 
Maximus   Imperator — postquam  mundatus  a  lepra  per 
medium   Baptismatis  —  milites   sive   equites  —  deauratos 
creat  in  tutelam  Christiani  nominis." 

Does  this  piece  of  sculpture  with  the  accompanying 
inscription  date  from  the  time  of  Constantine  i  The  arch, 
unless  I  am  mistaken,  has  been  restored  several  times. 

d.  In  the  year  456  Pope  Saint  Leo  the  Great  addressed 
a  letter  to   the   Emperor  Marcian   (450-457)   wherein, 
in    accordance    with    Martian's    request,  he   confirmed 
the  rule  which  Saint  Basil  had  written  (Saint  Basil  was 
born  about  the  end  of  the  year  329  and  died  on  the  ist 
of  January,  379)  for  "  the  Knights  of  the  Constantinian 
Brotherhood,  signed  with  the  brand  of  the  red  cross/' 
and  in  the  same  letter  he  refers  to  "  the  Prince  Alexius, 
Supreme  Moderator  of  the  said  Brotherhood." 

"  Ut  auctoritatem  apostolicam  adjungans  regulae 
Basilii  sanctissimae  vitae  episcopi  Caesareae,  quam 
praescripsit  militibus  fratribus  Constantinianis,  qui 
crucis  rubrae  stigmate  firmantur  a  vobis  et  ab  ipso 
printipe  Alexio  ipsorum  f ratrum  supremo  moderatore, 
regulam  ipsam  et  christianae  et  moralis  doctrinae 
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plenam  agnovi  et  confirmavi,  eamque  hisce  adjunctam 
et  manu  mea  signatam,  transmitto,  ut  vestri  est 
desiderii." 

e.  From  a  letter  written  by  the  Emperor  Zeno  (474- 
491)  to  Alexius  Angelus  Flavius  Comnenus  (the  Prince 
Alexius  of  Saint  Leo's  letter)  and  his  son  Michael  in  the 
month  of  March,  489,  we  learn  that  it  was  at  the  request 
of  Alexius  and  Michael  that  the  Emperor  Marcian  had 
obtained  from  Saint  Leo  the  confirmation  of  Saint  Basil's 
rule,  and  that  the  Constantinian  Brotherhood  had  been 
founded  many  years  before  by  their  progenitors.  The 
house  of  Comnenus  claimed  to  be  of  the  same  descent 
as  Constantine. 

The  following  are  the  passages  referred  to  : — 

44  Quod  jamdiu  progenitores  vestri  agressi  sint, 
dum  varies  milites,  in  manus  congregare,  et  in 
certa  regula  moralis  et  piae  disciplinae  instituere 
studuerunt." 

"  A  serenissimo  Martiano  predecessore  nostro 
petistis  a  sanctissimo  »Romae  et  universalis  ecclesiae 
episcopo  Leone  confirmationem  illius  regulae,  quam 
dictis  fratribus  equitibus  statuit  Basilius  episcopus 
Caesareae  sanctae  et  recolendae  memoriae,  quod 
quidem  libenter  ab  ipso  romano  patriarcha  concessum 
fuit,  ut  nobis  demonstratis." 

/.  In  the  Appendix  to  the  Constantinian  Ordo  for  1921 
we  find  the  Latin  text  of  the  rule  which  Saint  Basil 
wrote  for  the  brethren.  It  is  divided  into  ten  chapters, 
and  may  be  rendered  in  English  thus  : — 

z.  In  the  first  place  be  ever  mindful  of  the  Passion 
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of  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  who  shed  His  blood 
to  free  us  from  the  fall  of  our  first  parent,  and 
on  this  account  on  every  Friday,  fast. 

2.  Fight  for  the  Christian  Faith  and  for  our  Roman 

Empire. 

3.  Deliver  the   Church  of   God  and  the  ministers 

thereof  from  the  machinations  of  aggressors, 

4.  Wage  war  only  against  the  enemies  of  God  and 

the  Church  and  the  Roman  Empire. 

5.  Remember  the  scorn  which  Christ  endured,  and 

therefore  be  patient  under  injuries  and,  like  Him, 
meek  and  gentle. 

6.  March  under  the  Cross,  for  it  is  Christ's  token 

and  standard. 

7.  Take  vengeance  for  His  death  on  Jews  and  traitors. 

8.  Protect  and  succour  in  their  necessities  widows, 

orphans,  destitute  children,  and  all  that  be  in 
distress. 

9.  Live  under  obedience  and  be  not  a  knight-errant. 
10.  Live  chastely,  and  with  one  wife  be  content. 

By  the  observance  of  this  Decalogue,  the  Christian  soldier 
will  fulfil  the  whole  duty  of  his  state,  and  thereby  find  a 
sure  road  to  the  Eternal  City. 

From  the  above  contemporary  evidence,  two  distinct 
sets  of  facts  stand  out  clearly  : — 

a.  Constantine  instituted  a  special  guard  of  picked 
men  for  the  labarum;  that  guard  was  still  in  being  in 
the  days  of  the  Emperor  Theodosius,  who  reigned  from 
379  to  395>  and  (though  with  a  little  less  confidence) 
its  badge  was  a  cross  foliated. 
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b.  In  the  year  378  at  latest,  probably  several  years 
earlier,  some  member  or  members  of  the  house  of  Com- 
nenus  inaugurated  a  religious  community  of  soldiers  ;  the 
brethren  observed  a  rule  of  life  that  had  been  written 
for  them  by  Saint  Basil,  their  badge  was  a  red  cross,  and 
their  official  title,  at  all  events  in  the  year  456,  when 
Pope  Saint  Leo  confirmed  their  rules — Milites  Fratres 
Constantiniani. 

Was  this  Constantinian  Brotherhood  of  Soldiers  the 
old  Labarum  Guard  transformed  into  a  religious  corpora- 
tion s*  Who  can  doubt  it  4  And  therefore  I  think  it  may 
be  said  with  much  confidence  that  the  Sacred  Con- 
stantinian Order  is  the  child  of  Constantine  the  Great. 


NOTE  III 

OF   THE    EMPEROR    ISAAC  *S    REFORM   OF   THE   SACRED   ORDER 

SOME  modern  writers  allege  that  the  Sacred  Constantinian 
Order  was  founded  by  the  Emperor  Isaac  II,  (Isaac 
Angelus  Flavius  Comnenus)  in  1190,  in  imitation  of 
the  three  great  military  orders — the  Templars,  the  Hos- 
pitallers, and  the  Teutonic  Order  already  existing  in  the 
West — and  that  it  derives  its  second  title,  the  Angelic 
Order,  from  that  emperor's  second  name,  Angelus. 
This  explanation  of  the  word  Angelic  is,  at  all  events, 
discussable,  and  I  propose  to  discuss  it  in  another  note, 
but  in  the  face  of  Saint  Leo's  evidence  and  the  evidence 
of  the  Emperor  Zeno  above  quoted,  the  proposition 
that  Isaac  was  the  founder  of  the  Order  is  altogether 
inadmissible.  How  can  a  man  be  said  to  be  the  founder 
of  what  at  the  time  of  his  birth  had  already  been  in 
existence  for  something  like  eight  hundred  years  {  Nor 
can  it  be  urged  that  the  Constantinian  Brotherhood  which 
Saint  Leo  calls  Milites  Fratres  Constantiniani,  and  to 
which  the  Emperor  Zeno  refers  in  his  letter  of  March,  489, 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Constantinian  Order  of  1190  : 
for  on  the  ist  of  July,  1394,  the  Emperor  Michael 
Paleologus  addressed  a  letter  to  Michael  Angelus  Flavius 
Comnenus,  who  at  that  time  was  Grand  Master  of  the 
Constantinians,  wherein  he  speaks  of  these  knights  as 
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44  mililes  Ccnstantinisnos  sive  auratcs  equites  sub  regula 
beati  Basilii  ex  titulo  Sancti  Georgii  totius  Graeciae 
patroni  militantes,  cum  cruce  rubra  signatos  et  signo 
aureo  in  medio  ipsius  crucis,"  and  recalls  the  privileges 
which  his  predecessor  the  Emperor  Zeno  had  granted 
to  them  in  489. 

What  Isaac  II.  did  in  reality  was  to  reorganise  the 
Order,  and  as  the  original  papers,  or  some  of  them,  have 
come  down  to  us,  we  are  sufficiently  well  acquainted 
with  the  details  of  this  affair. 

Isaac  Angelus  Flavius  Comnenus,  who  was  the  head 
of  his  house  and,  as  such,  Grand  Master  of  the  Con- 
stantinian  Order,  ascended  the  imperial  throne  in  1185, 
was  deposed  by  his  brother  ten  years  afterwards  and 
reinstated  in  1203. 

It  was  the  time  of  the  fourth  crusade,  and  the  elementary 
rule  of  Saint  Basil  had  become  obsolete  :  it  was  not  con- 
sidered to  be  sufficiently  developed  for  the  complicated 
needs  of  the  day.  Isaac  therefore  developed  it,  and  re- 
formed the  machinery  of  government,  taking  as  his  model 
the  constitutions  of  the  military  orders  of  the  West,  all 
of  which  were  essentially  the  same.  Briefly,  and  in  outline, 
the  Order  now  consisted  cf  soldiers  who  were  permitted 
to  marry,  and  clerks  who  were  bound  to  celibacy,  and 
all  the  members  of  the  Order,  clerks  and  soldiers  as  well, 
were  called  knights.  The  soldiers'  office  was  to  fight 
for  the  Faith  and  for  the  Empire  ;  the  clerks'  to  pray 
and  to  minister  to  the  spiritual  needs  of  their  brethren. 

All  administrative  appointments  were  held  by  laymen, 
and  for  life ;  the  heads  of  the  greater  houses  were  called 
Priors,  those  of  the  less  important,  Bailiffs,  and  the  houses 
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and  districts  over  which  they  presided,  Priories  and 
Bailiwicks. 

The  first  member  of  the  Order  was  the  Grand  Master  : 
he  was  the  Commander-in-chief  of  the  Sacred  Army, 
all  patronage  was  in  his  hands,  and  in  things  temporal 
he  was  the  supreme  head.  The  second  was  the  Grand 
Prior  :  he  was  always  a  priest,  held  office  for  life,  and  all 
the  other  knights,  not  excluding  the  Grand  Master,  were 
submitted  to  his  spiritual  jurisdiction.  All  the  members 
without  distinction  were  bound  to  observe  chastity  very 
strictly  according  to  their  state,  under  penalty  of  expulsion 
from  the  Order,  and  there  was  a  Grand  Inquisitor  whose 
business  it  was  to  see  that  this  rule  was  observed. 

The  new  code  was  promulgated  with  much  pomp  at 
a  general  chapter  held  in  the  Imperial  Palace  at  Con- 
stantinople on  the  22nd  of  June,  1190,  and  four  hundred 
and  seventy-four  knights  set  their  hands  and  seals  to  it. 

Amongst  those  present  at  this  great  meeting  were 
Richard  I.  of  England,  Casimir  II.  of  Poland,  Philip  I. 
of  Flanders,  Philip  II.  of  France,  Alfonso  of  Aragon  and 
Alfonso  of  Castile,  William  II.  of  Sicily,  Sancio  of  Navarre, 
and  Frederick  II.  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire — in  a  word, 
either  personally  or  through  their  agents,  all  the  sovereigns 
of  Christendom. 

Under  Isaac's  editing,  Saint  Basil's  little  Decalogue  had 
become  a  long  and  elaborate  rule  in  seventy-six  chapters. 
On  the  whole  it  was  a  satisfactory  piece  of  legislation, 
but  Isaac  had  neglected  one  thing  : — Ever  since  the  time 
of  that  mysterious  ancestor  of  his  who  had  converted 
the  Labarum  Guard  into  a  religious  corporation,  the 
headship  of  the  Order  had  been  hereditary  in  his  house  ; 
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but  what  if  the  old  historic  gens  of  Angelus  Flavius 
Comnenus  were  to  become  extinct,  was  the  family  order 
to  die  out  with  the  family  4  It  was  the  last  thing  that 
Isaac  desired,  but  for  some  reason  or  other,  in  his  rule, 
for  this  contingency  he  had  not  provided ;  wherefore 
in  the  month  of  September,  1193,  he  issued  a  supple- 
mentary regulation  :  "  If  at  any  time,  which  God  forbid, 
my  family  should  perish,  then  shall  the  Brethren  of  this 
Sacred  Angelic  Militia  choose  from  amongst  themselves 
a  Commander-in-chief,  unless,  peradventure,  the  last 
surviving  member  of  my  house,  with  the  consent  of  the 
principal  Brethren,  shall  have  already  appointed  his 
successor/* 

After  five  hundred  years  it  became  necessary  to  carry 
out  this  regulation. 


NOTE  IV 

OF  THE  SACRED  ORDER  AND  THE  HOLY  SEE 

THE  first  pontifical  document  we  have  concerning  the 
Constantinians  is  Saint  Leo's  letter,  above  quoted,  of 
456,  and  the  second,  a  letter  written  by  Calixtus  III.  in 
1453.  Thus  between  our  first  and  second  document 
there  is  an  interval  of  a  thousand  years.  But  it  is  not 
necessary,  nay  it  would  be  rash,  to  conclude  that  through- 
out this  long  period  there  was  no  intercourse  between 
the  Sacred  Order  and  the  Holy  See  :  so  many  papers 
were  destroyed  by  the  Turks  in  the  sack  of  Constantinople 
and  so  many  lost  in  the  emigration  that  followed.  Never- 
theless, we  ought  not  to  forget  that  the  Constantinians 
were  of  the  East.  They  may  have  had,  from  time  to  time, 
a  few  establishments  in  Albania,  which  Rome  claimed 
to  be  part  of  the  Western  Patriarchate,  but  most  of  their 
houses  were  well  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Constantinople. 
Now  the  relations  between  Rome  and  Constantinople  were 
very  often  strained,  and  from  the  middle  of  the  eleven 
hundreds  until  the  middle  of  the  fourteen  hundreds, 
save  for  a  brief  interval  after  the  Council  of  Lyons,  Con- 
stantinople was  in  schism.  Therefore  it  is  not  likely  that 
many  letters  passed  between  the  Pope  and  the  Grand 
Master  in  the  thousand  years  for  which,  at  present,  there 
is  no  evidence  that  even  one  was  written. 

15 
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On  Sunday,  the  5th  of  July,  1439,  the  Church  of  Con- 
stantinople, in  common  with  the  other  patriarchates  of  the 
East,  purged  herself  of  her  schism.  "  Let  the  heavens 
rejoice  and  let  the  earth  be  glad,  the  East  and  the  West  are 
now  one,  the  dreary  days  of  schism  are  past  and  the 
glorious  splendour  of  a  union  long  desired  brings  joy  and 
light  to  all  mankind."  But  the  union  had  come  too  late. 
On  Friday,  the  29th  of  May,  1453,  Constantinople  fell 
to  Islam  and  the  last  remnant  of  the  Eastern  Empire 
ceased  to  exist.  Of  all  Constan tine's  foundations  in  the 
East,  only  his  Order  remained ;  and  in  what  plight — 
the  Grand  Master  slain,  and  the  flower  of  his  flock  with 
him.  "  Martyrum  candidatus  exercitus,"  a  noble  army 
of  martyrs  if  ever  there  was  one.  For  these  men  fell 
fighting,  not  in  some  petty  personal  quarrel,  not  in  some 
selfish  national  dispute,  but,  in  accordance  with  their  rule 
and  their  grand  traditions,  "  Pro  fide  Christiana  et  nostro 
Romano  imperio."  Paul  Angelus  Flavius  Comnenus  was 
the  name  of  this  Grand  Master,  and  it  ought  to  be  held 
in  perpetual  remembrance.  He  was  succeeded  by  his 
younger  brother  Andrew,  who  having  secretly  mustered 
what  remained  of  the  Sacred  Army,  led  these  broken 
soldiers  first  to  Drevasto  (in  Albania),  where  his  property 
lay  and  of  which  place  he  was  count  and  duke,  and  after- 
wards to  Italy,  where  the  peoples  and  the  princes  and 
the  Supreme  Pontiff  welcomed  them  with  open  arms ; 
and  from  that  day  to  this,  Italy  has  been  the  home  of  the 
Constantinian  Order.  Hardly  had  they  touched  Italian 
soil  when  Calixtus  III.  sent  them  a  letter  congratulating 
them  on  the  heroism  of  the  martyrs  of  Constantinople, 
confirming  their  constitutions  and  granting  them  several 
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important  privileges ;  and  from  that  day  onwards,  their 
intercourse  with  the  Holy  See  has  been  intimate  and 
unbroken.  The  knights  have  always  shown  themselves 
loyal  sons  of  Saint  Peter,  and  Saint  Peter  over  and  over 
again  has  been  for  them  a  rock  of  defence,  their  refuge 
and  strength — a  very  present  help  in  every  kind  of 
trouble. 

Amongst  the  many  diplomatic  papers  that  bear 
witness  to  these  things,  the  following  are  of  especial 
interest : — 

a.  Bull,  "  Cum  a  nobis  petitur."  Paul  IV.  (Caraffa), 
November  28,  1555.  Confirming  all  the  privileges  con- 
ceded to  the  Constantinian  Order  at  any  time  by  the 
Holy  See,  and  especially  those  granted  by  Calixtus  III., 
Pius  II.,  Sixtus  IV.,  Innocent  VIII.,  Julius  III,,  and 
Paul  III. 

Paul  III,  (with  whose  family — Farnese — the  Order  was 
destined  to  be  very  intimately  connected),  in  a  series  of 
three  bulls  which  he  issued  in  1545,  on  November  21, 
December  6  and  December  9,  had  taken  the  princes  of  the 
house  of  Comnenus  and  the  Knights  of  the  Constantinian 
Order  under  his  special  protection  and,  recognising  it 
as  a  true  religious  order,  had  endowed  it  with  several 
valuable  privileges. 

6.  Bull.  Pius  IV.  (Medici),  May  i,  1565.  Declaring 
that  the  professed  Knights  of  the  Constantinian  Order 
could  hold  ecclesiastical  benefices. 

c.  Monitorium.  Gregory  XIII.  (Buoncompagno),  Nov- 
ember 7,  1575.  Appointing  the  Patriarch  of  Alexandria 
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cfficial  Protector  of  the  Constantinian  Order,  and  bidding 
him  see  to  it  that  the  bulls  accorded  to  them  by  his 
predecessors  were  duly  executed. 

d.  Brief.    Sixtus  V.  (Peretti),  July  10,  1585.    Declaring 
that  the  Knights  of  the  Constantinian  Order,  even  if  they 
were  laymen  and  married,  could  lawfully  hold  pensions 
on  ecclesiastical  benefices. 

e.  Monitorium.    Clement  VIII.  (Aldobrandini),  Octo- 
ber 22,   1603.     Confirming  all  the  faculties  and  privi- 
leges  conceded  at  any  time   by  the   Holy  See  to  the 
Constantinian  Order. 

/.  Brief,  "  Cum  sicut."  Clement  X.  (Altieri),  August  27, 
1672.  Authorising  the  Order  to  have  a  Procurator- 
General  in  Rome  with  a  place  in  the  Papal  Chapel  immedi- 
ately after  the  Procurator-General  of  the  Servites,  and 
giving  them  a  Cardinal-Protector  in  the  person  of  Cardinal 
de'  Massimi. 

The  first  Procurator-General  was  the  Spanish  knight 
Pietro  Gomez. 

g.  Brief.  Innocent  XI.  (Odescalchi),  June  14,  1687. 
Appointing  Gasparo  Cavelerio  Cardinal-Protector  of  the 
Order. 

Cavelerio  was  succeeded  in  1690  by  the  famous  Cardinal 
Albani,  who  held  office  until  the  autumn  of  1700  when 
he  became  Pope  Clement  XL 

h.  Brief,  "  Sincerae  fidei."  Innocent  XII.  (Pigna- 
telli),  October  29,  1699.  Ratification  of  a  deed  appointing 
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Francesco  Farnese  Grand  Master  in  place  of  John  Andrew 
Angelus  Flavius  Comnenus. 

A  word  of  explanation  is  perhaps  needed.  Not  long 
before  his  death,  Grand  Master  John  Andrew,  an  old  man 
without  offspring  and  the  last  in  the  direct  line  of  his 
house,  availing  himself  of  the  liberty  conferred  by  the 
Emperor  Isaac's  edict  of  1 193,  named  his  successor  him- 
self. The  edict  referred  to  runs  thus  :  "Si  ullo  itaque 
tempore  (quod  absit)  nostrum  genus  mortem  videbit  et 
imperium  cum  ipso  declinaverit,  Angelicae  huic  inclytae 
sacrae  militiae  licebit  sibi  aliquem  ex  commilitonibus 
proeponere,  nisi  forte  ultimus  nostrae  stirpis  superstes 
sibi  successorem  ex  primorum  consensu  elegerit."  The 
man  of  his  choice  was  Francesco  Farnese,  Sovereign  Duke 
of  Parma,  Piacensa  and  Castro,  who  was  one  of  his  own 
knights,  and  in  whose  capital,  in  the  ancient  church  of 
Santa  Maria  della  Steccata,  the  chief  Priory  of  the  Con- 
stantinian  Order  had  been  established  for  some  years 
past.  This  man,  then,  John  Andrew  appointed  to  suc- 
ceed him  in  a  deed  executed  at  Venice  on  the  27th  of 
July,  1697,  transferring  to  him  and  his  heirs  of  the  house 
of  Farnese  all  the  Constantinian  rights  and  privileges 
that  the  house  of  Comnenus  had  hitherto  enjoyed.  This 
deed  was  ratified  by  the  Emperor  Leopold  I.  in  a 
diploma  dated  August  6,  1699,  and  by  the  Pope  a  few 
weeks  afterwards  by  the  Brief  "  Sincerae  fidei  "  above 
noted. 

Farnese  received  the  reins  of  government  in  the  early 
days  of  the  following  year.  For  seven-and-twenty  years 
he  administered  the  Order,  and  he  set  his  mark  upon  it. 
The  first  thing  he  did  was  to  revise  the  Emperor  Isaac's 
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Rule  of  1190  and  bring  it  up  to  date.  The  work  was 
finished  on  the  23rd  of  May,  1705 ;  in  the  following  year, 
on  the  1 2th  of  July,  Pope  Clement  XI.  confirmed  it, 
and  from  that  day  to  this  the  Farnese  Rule  has  been  the 
Rule  of  the  Order.  It  was  Farnese,  too,  who  procured 
the  charter  which  guarantees  the  liberties  and  privileges 
of  the  Constantinian  clergy,  the  Bull "  Militantis  ecclesiae," 
of  which  later. 

i.  Brief.  Clement  XI.,  April  i,  1701.  Appointing 
Protector  of  the  Order,  Cardinal  Pamfili. 

In  this  brief  Clement  recalls  the  fact  that  he  himself 
had  been  Protector  of  the  Order :  "  Cum  religio  seu 
militia  Angelica  Aurata  Constantiniana  sub  titulo  sancti 
Georgii  et  regula  sancti  Basilii,  cujus  nos  dum  cardinalatus 
honore  fungebamur  protectores  apostolica  auctoritate 
deputati  eramus,  per  nostram  ad  summi  apostolatus 
apicem  assumptionem  protectore  destituta  remansit,  nos 
eidem  religioni  .  .  ." 

k.  Bull,  "  Militantis  ecclesiae."  Clement  XI.  (Albani), 
June  26,  1718.  This  is  a  most  important  document. 
After  testifying  to  the  extraordinary  services  rendered  to 
the  Church  by  the  Constantinian  Order,  it  ratifies  anew 
and  in  express  terms  the  cession  of  the  Grand-Mastership 
made  to  Francesco  Farnese  and  his  heirs  ;  confirms  in  his 
favour,  and  in  favour  of  his  successors,  all  the  faculties 
and  privileges  conceded  at  any  time  by  the  Holy  See  to 
any  of  his  predecessors ;  enables  him,  as  Grand  Master, 
and  the  Grand  Masters  that  should  come  after  him,  to 
acquire  ecclesiastical  benefices  and  bestow  them  at  will 
44  in  commendum  "  on  any  members  of  the  Order,  whether 
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clerks  or  laymen ;  confers  a  very  large  privilege  of  exemp- 
tion from  episcopal  control,  in  respect  not  only  to  churches 
and  houses,  but  also  to  the  members  themselves,  laymen 
as  well  as  clerks,  making  the  Grand  Master  the  true 
Ordinary  of  the  Order ;  gives  to  the  Grand  Prior  the  rank 
and  insignia  of  a  mitred  abbot,  and  to  all  the  other  clergy 
the  rank  and  insignia  of  prelates  ;  and  finally,  recognising 
the  Church  and  Convent  of  the  Steccata  as  the  conventual 
seat  of  the  Order,  places  it  under  the  immediate  juris- 
diction of  the  Apostolic  See. 

/.  On  the  first  page  of  the  Constantinian  Ordo  for  1921 
we  find  the  following  rubric,  which  is  interesting  in  this 
connection  : — 

"  Sacer  Militaris  Ordo  Constantinianus  Auratus 
Angelicus  subest  quoque  in  spiritualibus  eminenter 
Magno  Magistro,  uti  vero  Ordinario  suo,  juxta  id  quod 
Clemens  XI.  in  Bulla  Militantis  ecclesiae  1718  concessit 
decrevitque.  Ast  idem  Ordo  in  spiritualibus  subest  in 
re  immediate  Magno  Priori  veluti  celsiori  Ecclesiastic© 
seu  Praelato,  et  suo  Praesuli. 

"  Notandum  tamen  quod  modo  ea  quae  spectant  juris- 
dictionem  ordinariam  manent  suspensa  ad  Sanctae  Sedis 
nutum,  juxta  id  quod  expresse  declaravit  anno  MCMVIL 
Magnus  Magister  Alphonsus.  Et  sub  eadem  expressa 
conditione  ab  ipsa  Regali  Celsitudine  Magni  Magistri 
ad  supremam  dignitatem  Magni  Prioratus  evectus  fuit 
qui  nunc  in  Ordine  praeest :  Excellentissimus  ac  Reveren- 
dissimus  Dominus  Joannes  De  Sangro,  Abbas  .  .  ." 

m.  Bull,  "  Rerum  humanarum   conditio."      Pius  VI. 
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(Braschi),  March  24,  1777*  Conferring  on  the  Grand 
Master  (Ferdinand  I.  of  Bourbon,  King  of  Naples)  and 
Brethren  of  the  Constantinian  Order  all  the  benefices 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  which  had  formerly  been  held 
by  the  suppressed  Order  of  Saint  Anthony  of  Vienne, 
including  the  Church  and  Monastery  of  Saint  Anthony 
in  the  city  of  Naples. 

Presently  this  church  became  what  it  is  to-day :  the 
mother  church  of  the  Order.  It  is  now  served  by  a 
chapter  of  forty  canons,  or,  to  give  them  their  official 
title,  knight-chaplains,  who  celebrate  the  holy  mysteries 
and  chant  the  divine  office  at  the  appointed  seasons  with 
much  solemnity.  This  bull  is  interesting  also  for  another 
reason,  which  it  will  be  more  convenient  to  consider  in 
a  separate  note. 

n.  Brief,  "  Maxima  et  praeclarissima."  Pius  IX. 
(Mastai-Ferretti),  July  17,  1851.  Recognising  and  con- 
firming all  the  privileges  conceded  at  any  time  by  the 
Holy  See  to  the  Grand  Masters  of  the  Constantinian 
Order. 

o.  Brief.  Benedict  XV.  (della  Chiesa),  December  13, 
1916.  Restoring  the  Abbey  Church  of  Saint  Anthony  in 
the  city  of  Naples  to  the  Grand  Master  and  Brethren  of 
the  Constantinian  Order. 

In  1860,  on  account  of  the  political  changes  which  then 
took  place,  all  the  endowments  of  the  Order  in  the  Two 
Sicilies — they  were  valued  at  about  four  million  lire — 
were  confiscated  by  the  new  Italian  Government.  Pius  IX., 
therefore,  committed  the  Church  of  Saint  Anthony  to 
the  care  of  the  Archbishop  of  Naples  until  such  time  as 
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the  Constantinians  should  be  again  able  to  take  charge  of 
it.  Owing  to  the  generosity  of  the  present  Grand  Master 
and  the  liberal  contributions  of  his  knights,  the  Order 
was  in  a  position  to  do  so  in  1916.  Hence  the  above 
brief. 


NOTE  V 

OF  THE  SACRED   ORDER  AND  THE   HOUSE   OF  BOURBON 

THE  Bull  "  Rerum  humanarum  conditio,"  which  Pius  VL 
put  forth  on  the  24th  of  March,  1777  (see  page  21),  is 
a  document  of  the  first  importance,  because,  if  it  had  never 
been  written,  or  if  we  were  ignorant  of  its  existence,  it 
would  be  an  exceedingly  difficult  matter  to  prove  the 
validity  of  Ferdinand  Bourbon 's  appointment  to  the 
Grand-Mastership  in  1759.  The  story  of  that  appointment 
is  a  long,  intricate  and  uninteresting  one,  but  it  must  be 
told  ;  and  I  will  do  what  I  can  to  make  it  readable. 

On  the  26th  of  February,  1727,  Grand  Master  Francis 
Farnese  died,  and  as  he  had  no  son,  he  was  succeeded  by 
his  half-brother  Anthony,  who  was  his  nearest  kinsman. 
Anthony  Farnese,  like  John  Andrew  Comnenus,  was  the 
last  of  his  race  in  the  direct  line,  and  like  him,  in  virtue 
of  the  Emperor  Isaac's  statute  of  1193,  he  named  his  own 
successor ;  but  his  method  of  doing  so  was  not  quite  the 
same  as  John  Andrew's.  Instead  of  executing  a  deed  of 
assignment  he  made  a  will,  by  which  he  bequeathed  all 
his  property  in  Italy  of  every  description,  including  all 
his  rights  and  interests,  and  hence  the  headship  of  the 
Constantinian  Order,  to  his  nephew  Charles  Bourbon, 
the  son  of  his  sister  Elizabeth  Farnese  by  her  husband, 
Philip  V.  of  Spain.  Anthony  died  on  the  20 th  of  January, 
1731,  and  in  due  course  Charles  Bourbon  became  Duke 
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of  Parma  and  Grand  Master  of  the  Constantinians. 
Presently,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
of  peace  that  was  signed  at  Vienna  on  the  nth  of 
December,  1736,  and  by  which  the  long  war  of  the  Spanish 
Succession  was  ended,  he  assumed  the  crown  of  the  Two 
Sicilies,  and  at  the  same  time  transferred  the  seat  of  the 
Sacred  Order  from  Parma  to  his  new  capital,  Naples. 
On  the  death  of  his  elder  brother  in  the  autumn  of  1759, 
he  was  called  to  the  throne  of  Spain,  and  then,  deeming 
it  expedient  to  rid  himself  of  his  Italian  domains,  he  ceded 
the  Duchy  of  Parma  to  his  second  son,  Philip,  and  the 
crown  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  together  with  the  Grand- 
Mastership  of  the  Constantinian  Order  and  all  his  real 
and  personal  property  in  Italy,  to  his  third  son,  Ferdinand. 
Had  Charles  any  right  to  deal  ihus  with  the  Grand- 
Mastership — to  set  aside  his  eldest  son  and  his  second 
son  and  to  give  it  to  the  third  i  The  Comneni  seemingly 
were  not  able  to  disregard  the  privilege  of  primogeniture, 
and  what  authority  Charles  possessed  in  respect  to  the 
Sacred  Order  he  derived  from  them,  as  we  have  seen, 
through  the  Farnese.  But  there  is  this  to  be  considered  : 
Four  distinct  parties  might  well  have  felt  themselves 
aggrieved  if  Charles  had  exceeded  his  powers. 

1.  His  eldest  son.  He  made  no  protest. 

2.  His  second  son.    Not  only  did  Philip  of  Parma  not 
protest,   he   acknowledged   in   set   terms   in   diplomatic 
documents  that  have  come  down  to  us,  that  Ferdinand, 
King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  was  the  rightful  Grand  Master 
of  the  Constantinians,  and  his  son  too  did  likewise. 

3.  The  knights.    They  acquiesced,  and  I  think  gladly  : 
in  Spain,  that  land  of  military  orders,  which  had  done 


THE  SACRED  CONSTANTINIAN  ORDER    27 

so  much  to  deliver  the  realm  from  the  Moorish  yoke, 
the  Golden  Order  of  Constantine,  which  was  far  more 
ancient  than  any  one  of  them,  would  most  assuredly  have 
had  to  take  a  back  seat.  It  would  have  been  less  painful, 
no  doubt,  to  have  exchanged  Naples  for  Parma,  and  that 
would  have  been  their  fate  had  Philip  been  set  over  them ; 
but  the  glorious  city  of  Naples  had  been  for  so  long 
their  home  that  a  return  to  the  old  Steccata  would  have 
seemed  to  most  of  the  knights  something  very  like  exile. 
If  Charles  outstript  his  faculties  in  making  his  son 
Ferdinand  Grand  Master,  he  did  so,  surely,  to  please 
his  knights,  and  most  likely  at  their  suggestion. 

4.  The  Pope.  For  after  all  the  Sacred  Order  was  in 
the  first  place,  and  above  all  things,  a  religious  order.  Over 
and  over  again  it  had  been  recognised  as  such  by  the  Holy 
See,  and  because  it  was  a  true  religious  order  the  Holy 
See  had  empowered  its  members  to  hold  ecclesiastical 
benefices.  Also,  it  was  a  papal  order  in  every  sense  of 
the  word : — All  its  rules  from  the  first — Saint  Basil's 
Decalogue,  Isaac's  extension,  John  Andrew's  revision, 
Francis  Farnese's  modification — had  been  confirmed  by 
the  Holy  See ;  it  had  lived  for  three  hundred  years  at 
least  under  the  shadow  of  Peter's  wing  and  had  received 
at  his  hands  greater  favours  than  any  other  religious  order ; 
it  was  exempt  from  episcopal  control ;  its  Grand  Master 
was  its  true  Ordinary ;  no  suit  against  it  would  lie  save 
in  the  papal  courts.  By  these  and  a  hundred  other  ties 
it  was  most  intimately  united  with  the  Holy  Roman 
Church. 

Of  all  the  parties  interested  in  this  affair,  the  Pope, 
then,  was  the  most  interested.  But  like  the  knights 


and  Philip  of  Parma  and  the  Crown  Prince  of  Spain, 
the  Pope  held  his  peace.  For  seventeen  years  he  made 
no  sign,  and  then  he  wrote  the  letter  described  at  the 
head  of  this  note,  and  addressed  it  to  the  Grand  Master 
of  the  Constantinians.  Now  there  was  only  one  man  at 
this  time  who  claimed  to  be  Grand  Master,  and  that  man 
was  Ferdinand  of  Naples.  If,  then,  there  was  any  flaw 
in  Ferdinand's  title  to  the  Mastership,  the  address  at 
the  beginning  of  the  Bull  "  Rerum  humanarum  conditio  " 
rendered  it  a  good  title,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  this 
document  is  so  important. 


NOTE  VI 

OF  THE  DIFFERENT  NAMES  BY  WHICH  AT  DIVERS  TIMES  THE 
ORDER   HAS  BEEN   KNOWN 

THE  Constantinian  Order  has  been  known  by  many 
names  in  the  course  of  its  long  life : — 

In  the  inscription  on  the  Arch  of  Constantine  by  the 
Colosseum  we  find  Constantinus  .  .  .  milites  sive  equites 
deauratos  creat  in  tutelam  Christiani  nominis;  in  his  letter 
to  the  Emperor  Marcian  of  456  Saint  Leo  the  Great 
has  militibus  fratribus  Constantinianis,  qui  crucis  rubrae 
stigmate  firmantur ;  the  Emperor  Isaac  II.  in  his  supple- 
mentary regulation  of  1193,  so  often  referred  to  in  these 
notes,  Angelicae  huic  indytae  sacrae  militiae ;  the  Emperor 
Michael  Paleologus  in  a  diploma  of  the  ist  of  July,  1294, 
whereby  he  confirms  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Michael 
and  Andrew  Comnenus,  Grand  Masters  of  the  Order, 
Milites  Constantinianos,  sive  auratos  equites  sub  regula  beati 
Basilii  ex  titulo  Sancti  Georgii  totius  Graeciae  patroni 
militantes,  cum  cru.ce  rubra  signatos  et  signo  aureo  in  medio 
ipsius  crucis. 

In  official  documents  of  later  date  the  Order  is  some- 
times called  ordot  sometimes  militia,  and  sometimes, 
though  not  often,  religio ;  and  of  these  epithets — sacert 
constantinianus,  angelicus,  auratus — one  or  more  is  always 
used,  and  sometimes  in  the  same  sentence  all  of  them. 
For  example,  a  Consulta  of  the  Rota  approved  by  Urban 
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VIII,  in  1626  runs  thus :  Censuimus  constare  de  origine 
et  existentia  hujus  militiae  sen  ordinis  equitum  Constan- 
tinianorwn  sen  angelicorum  et  sancti  Georgii,  etc. ;  a  brief  of 
Clement  XL  dated  the  ist  of  April,  1701,  has  this  opening  : 
Cum  religio  sen  militia  angelica  aurata  Constantiniana 
sub  titulo  sancti  Georgii  et  regula  sancti  Basilii,  etc.; 
a  decree  of  the  Sacred  Congregation  of  Rites  signed  by 
Cardinal  Vico  on  the  gth  of  July,  1919,  begins  with  these 
words :  Quum  juxta  kalendarium  in  usum  Sacri  militaris 
ordinis  Constantiniani  sancti  Georgii  approbatum,  etc.,  and 
a  rubric  concerning  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Prior 
printed  on  the  first  page  of  the  Constantinian  Ordo  for 
1921  with  these :  Sacer  militaris  Ordo  Constantinianus 
Auratus  Angelicas, 


NOTE  VII 

CONCERNING  THE  EPITHET  "  SACER  " 

COMMENTING  on  a  work  which  has  recently  appeared 
— Gli  Ordini  Cavallereschi  in  Italia,  by  Gioacchino 
Milazzo  (Palermo,  1921)  —  the  Rivista  Araldica  of 
Rome  remarks  :  "  Circa  quest'  ultimo  [the  Constantinian 
Order]  dobbiamo  notare  che  grave  errore  e  chiamarlo 
sovrano,  perche  questo  appellative  spetta  soltanto  all* 
Ordine  Gerosolimitano  di  Malta,  appunto  perche  ebbe 
dominio  su  quest'  isola.  L'Ordine  Constantiniano  e 
soltanto  Sacro  e  Militare,  cioe  religiose  cavalleresco." 
The  Constantinian  Order  then,  in  this  writer's  opinion, 
ought  not  to  be  called  a  Sovereign  Order,  it  is  only  sacred 
and  military,  that  is  to  say,  it  is  at  the  same  time  a  religious 
and  an  equestrian  order.  His  explanation  of  the  epithet 
sacred  is  at  all  events  a  convenient  one,  and  I  for  my  part 
will  not  attempt  to  confute  it ;  but  we  ought  not  to  forget 
that  the  Constantinian  Order  owes  its  origin  to  Constantine 
the  Great,  that  no  less  than  eight  of  its  Grand  Masters 
wore  the  imperial  crown,  and  that  the  Roman  emperors 
were  always  sacred  and  all  things  appertaining  to  them, 
because  in  pagan  times  they  were  held  to  be  gods,  and 
when  the  Roman  world  became  Christian  they  were 
regarded — at  any  rate  in  temporal  things — as  the  repre- 
sentatives of  God  Almighty. 
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NOTE  VIII 

OF    THE    SIGNIFICATION    OF    THE    EPITHETS    "  MILITARIS  " 
AND    "  AURATUS  " 

MONSIEUR  PIDOUX  in  his  L'Ordre  Constantinien  (Rome, 
Collegio  Araldico,  1911)  observes  that  the  Order  was 
called  gilded — dore — because  the  sign  or  badge  of  the 
Constantinian  knight  was  a  golden  necklace — un  collier 
(for.  This  explanation  is  not  convincing : — 

If  the  inscription  on  the  Arch  of  Constantine  be  genuine, 
it  is  the  earliest  document  we  have  in  which  the  epithet 
golden  or  gilded  is  used  in  connection  with  the  Order, 
and  in  any  case  it  is  exceedingly  ancient :  "  Constantinius 
maximus  imperator  .  .  .  milites  sive  equites  deauratos 
creat  in  tutelam  Christiani  nominis."  In  classical  Latin  the 
word  miles  signifies,  amongst  other  things,  a  soldier, 
generally  a  foot  soldier,  sometimes,  but  not  often,  a  horse 
soldier.  But  the  meanings  of  words  change,  and  as  time 
went  on  this  last  signification  became  more  and  more 
common,  until,  in  the  Middle  Age,  the  particular  kind  of 
soldier  that  a  man  had  in  his  mind  when  he  used  the  word 
miles  was  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred  a  knight. 
When  the  above  inscription  was  written,  miles  in  this  sense 
was  not  yet  common,  and  hence  the  author  adds  for  the 
sake  of  lucidity  "  sive  equites  deauratos,"  a  technical  term 
in  those  days  impossible  of  misinterpretation,  and  which 
can  be  best  rendered  in  modern  English  by  the  single 
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word  knights — "  The  mighty  Emperor  Constantine  creat- 
ing milites  or  knights  for  the  defence  of  the  Christian 
Faith." 

I  think,  then,  that  when  first  the  Constantinian  Order 
was  spoken  of  as  gilded,  it  was  intended  by  this  adjective 
to  indicate  that  its  members  were  equites  aurati — gilded 
horsemen,  noble  horsemen,  knights.  And  if  we  push  the 
inquiry  further  and  ask  ourselves  how  it  was  that  the 
epithet  auratus,  of  which  the  primary  meaning  is  gilded, 
golden,  decked  or  clad  with  gold,  was  held  to  be  synony- 
mous with  the  epithet  nobilis  when  it  signifies  of  exalted 
station,  this  answer  suggests  itself :  It  was  on  account 
of  some  old  sumptuary  law  which  suffered  only  those 
of  the  highest  social  standing  to  wear  cloth  of  gold.  In 
English,  and  I  suppose  in  all  European  languages,  the 
equivalent  of  auratus  still  sometimes  means  noble :  the 
House  of  Lords  is  often  called  "  the  Gilded  Chamber," 
and  in  France  the  sons  of  the  aristocracy  are  not  un- 
frequently  spoken  of  as  "  la  jeunesse  doree." 


NOTE  IX 

CONCERNING  "  ANGELICUS  " 

THE  earliest  document  we  have  in  which  the  Constantinian 
Order  is  called  "  Angelic "  is  the  Emperor  Isaac  II/s 
edict,  so  often  referred  to  in  these  notes,  touching  the 
succession,  which  was  promulgated,  as  the  reader  will  call 
to  mind,  in  1193 ;  and  on  this  account  some  critics  are  of 
opinion  that  Grand  Master  Isaac  was  the  first  to  use  it 
and  that  the  title  "  Angelic  "  was  suggested  to  him  by  his 
own  second  name,  Angelus.  This  hypothesis  does  not 
commend  itself  to  Monsieur  Pidoux,  who  thinks  that  a 
play  on  a  sacred  word  would  have  scandalised  the  pious 
ears  of  the  Middle  Age  (let  him  consult  a  few  of  the 
breviary  offices  of  this  period  or  one  or  two  papal  briefs), 
and  he  puts  forth  another  which  he  says  is  in  accordance 
with  the  venerable  traditions  of  the  Order,  It  was  called 
Angelic  because  the  cross  which  Constantine  saw  in  the 
heavens  was  upheld  by  angels,  Eusebius,  who  gives  a  very 
full  and  detailed  account  of  Constan tine's  vision  which, 
he  tells  us,  he  had  from  the  sworn  testimony  of  Con- 
stantine himself,  says  nothing  about  angels,  and  if  in  the 
early  days  the  Order  had  been  called  "  Angelic,"  how  is 
it  that  Saint  Leo  the  Great,  writing  in  456,  contents 
himself  with  "  Milites  Fratres  Constantiniani "  {  Never- 
theless, I  am  not  convinced  that  Isaac  was  the  author 
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of  this  innovation — so  many  papers  have  been  lost,  and 
Isaac  was  not  the  only  Grand  Master  who  bore  the  name 
of  Angelas,  Now  Angelus  was  his  family  name,  Angelas 
Flavius  Comnenus,  and  the  headship  of  the  Constantinian 
Order  was  vested  in  this  family  :  that,  I  think,  is  the 
true  reason  why  the  Order  was  called  "  Angelic." 


NOTE  X 

OF  SAINT   GEORGE 

ALTHOUGH  the  Emperor  Michael's  diploma  of  1294  is 
the  first  Constantinian  document  we  have  that  contains 
the  name  of  Saint  George,  this  saint  was  most  likely  the 
patron  saint  of  the  Order  for  centuries  before  that  date, 
perhaps  from  the  beginning — so  many  papers  have  been 
lost. 

For  a  very  long  time  we  know  the  Constantinians 
formed  an  integral  part  of  the  Byzantine  army,  and  Saint 
George,  a  soldier  of  Cappadocia  who  earned  the  martyr's 
crown  in  the  days  of  Diocletian,  was  at  a  very  early  period 
one  of  the  heavenly  protectors  of  the  Byzantine  army; 
the  other  was  Saint  Conon,  and  when  Belisarius  restored 
the  walls  of  Rome,  about  538,  he  inscribed  the  names  of 
these  two  saints  in  Greek  characters  over  the  gateway 
called  Porta  S.  Sabastiano.  This  inscription  still  remains. 

Was  the  cultus  of  Saint  George  first  brought  to  England 
by  Cceur  de  Lion,  who  took  part  in  Isaac's  great  chapter 
of  1190  and  was  invested  by  him  with  the  Constantinian 
token  t 

But  if  this  venerable  company  which  was  instituted  to 
carry  the  standard  of  the  Cross,  and  whose  aim  is  the 
glorification  of  Christ  crucified,  has  for  its  chief  patron 
one  amongst  the  least  known  in  the  Catalogue  of  the 
Blessed,  in  these  latter  days,  inspired  I  know  not  by  what 
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impulse,  it  has  placed  itself  under  the  special  protection 
of  a  saint  whose  name  is  a  household  word  on  the  lips 
even  of  those  that  are  outside  the  pale,  of  a  saint  with 
whom  we  are  more  intimately  acquainted  than  with  any 
other  man  of  his  day  :  God's  troubadour  and  knight- 
errant  who  knew  how  to  suffer  and  also  how  to  laugh — 
the  ragged  man  of  Assisi — the  Saint  of  the  Five  Wounds. 
May  the  Golden  Order  of  Constantine,  which  has 
rendered  in  days  gone  by  such  signal  service  to  the 
Church,  achieve  with  the  help  of  Saint  George  and  Saint 
Francis  still  greater  things  in  the  future. 


REAL  RESCRITTO  DEL  9  FEBBRAIO  1849  COL  QUALE 
SI  DICHIARA  ESSERE  LA  NOBILTA  DELLE  FA- 
MIGLIE  DEI  CAVALIERI  COSTANTINIANI  DI 
GIUSTIZIA  PARI  A  QUELLA  DEI  CAVALIERI  DI 
MALTA  DI  GIUSTIZIA  E  PROVARSI  COLLA  SEM- 
PLICE  ESIBIZIONE  DEL  DIPLOMA. 

LA  Real  Commissione  dei  titoli  di  nobilta  nel  suo  awiso  emesso 
ai  22  del  prossimo  decorso  gennaio,  che  Ella  mi  ha  trasmesso  ai 
3  del  corrente,  sulla  domanda  di  D.  Federico  Dusmet,  aspirante 
a  guardia  del  corpo  a  cavallo,  ha  opinato  di  non  essere  sufficiente- 
mente  provata  la  nobilta  generosa  dei  due  quarti  paterni  del  richie- 
dente  col  solo  diploma  di  Cavaliere  di  Giustizia  del  R.  Ordine 
Costantiniano,  spedito  a  favore  del  di  lui  padre  D.  Antonio,  e  ci6 
per  la  considerazione  di  non  conoscersi  se  il  medesimo  abbia  ottenuta 
tale  decorazione  colle  dovute  prove  di  nobilta  senza  dispensa  alcuna. 
A  tale  proposito  debbo  farle  osservare,  come  Ella  ha  fatto  savia- 
mente  rilevare  nella  sua  requisitoria,  che  a  tenore  degli  statuti 
dell' Ordine  Costantiniano  non  puo  ottenersi  ne  darsi  la  croce  di 
giustizia  senza  che  i  candidati  non  avessero  dimostrata  la  nobilta 
generosa  dei  loro  quarti  di  famiglia;  e  che  quante  volte  potesse 
essere  accordata  tale  decorazione  in  altro  modo,  cio  importerebbe 
di  aver  voluto  il  Sovrano  coi  Suoi  alti  poteri  dichiarare  e  riconoscere 
nel  decorate  la  nobilta  generosa  di  sua  famiglia.  Le  soggiungo  di 
piu  che  la  nobilta  di  tali  cavalieri  fu  riconosciuta  e  dichiarata  pari 
a  quella  dei  cavalieri  di  Malta  di  giustizia  col  dispaccio  dei  29 
settembre  1804,  accordandosi  loro  il  diritto  di  poter  essere  ascritti 
nei  registri  della  nobilta  del  Regno  a  similitudine  di  quelli  di  Malta 
di  sopra  cennati. 

Estratto  dall'  opera  "  II  Regio  Decreto  e  Regolamento  Sopra  la 
Consulta  Araldica,"  pel  Cav.  Etta  Gagliardi,  stampata  a  Barletta 
nell'anno  1880  per  i  tipi  della  Casa  Editrice  V.  Vecchi  &  Soci, 
pag.  108  paragrafo  70. 
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